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Mission in the World


Report to Synod, March 2007.





During the last three years we have tried to keep Synod informed about issues raised at the interface between the Church and the rest of the world. We have also tried to help members of Synod and to some extent members of local churches think missiologically – to answer the questions, “What are we here for?” and “What does God want to do in and for his world through us?”. 


We are not trying to say very much to this Synod because most of its time will be spent sorting out new structures. However, the issues haven’t gone away and the need for us to think missiologically and to order our church life in accordance with God’s mission in this world will continue to the end of time.


Depending on the outcome of the debate today, there may be two streams of mission thinking and activity associated with the new Synod. 


The networks that formed the old Mission in the World group will continue to be active and are expected to offer information, encouragement and challenge to churches. There will be networks of advocates for Commitment for Life and Fairtrade, Interfaith, Rural Interests etc. etc. 


What will be completely new is the proposed “Mission Enabling Group” made up of practitioners with a focus on the local church and its outreach. 


Our thanks should be expressed to the present advocates working within networks and our prayers offered for their continuing work in uncertain circumstances. Our prayers should certainly be said for the new Mission Enabling Group (if established) as its task will be immense and its success will be directly proportional to the courage and faith of Christians in local churches who are willing to meet God in the world and allow new disciples to turn to Christ.


Please take note of and use Tim’s thought provoking comments about Inter faith matters and please pray for Clare Downing as she begins her work as Advocate for Study and Engagement in a Multi-faith Society. As she begins to get around the


Synod,	and as the work of the St.Philip’s Centre grows, please take		.





�





the opportunities that Clare’s ministry affords to study and grow in your own faith. 


	Muriel Garrow will report at Synod with the most recent plans for a Botswana group visit in the summer. It is our hope that this and other overseas relationships will continue to encourage and challenge our faith and discipleship. 


	Yvonne Stone has written helpfully about bird flu and its implications for all of us – in rural communities or not.


As we meet in Synod we shall only be two weeks away from the 200th anniversary of the Act of Parliament to end Britain’s involvement in the slave trade.


	Our worship in Synod will take note of this fact and there will be celebrations and activities near to you if you seek them out – most likely in a Cathedral. Amazing Grace Sunday – 25th march – is a marvellous opportunity to celebrate past success and focus on present day need. We are challenged by both these emphases. The dogged persistence and hard work of Quakers and other evangelical Christians together with the united witness of black and white men and women working together changed the perceptions and the moral stance of this nation. Theirs was and is an example to follow. The second challenge is in the modern day varieties of slavery unfortunately still very real in the world in general and in our own culture. There are 27 million enslaved today.


	The CTE website � HYPERLINK "http://www.setallfree.net" ��www.setallfree.net� has a wealth of material, as does the Anti-Slavery International website  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.antislavery.org/2007" ��www.antislavery.org/2007� 


The film, “Amazing Grace” is released in cinemas on March 23rd and there are lots of events around the country with a significant 


walk of witness in 


London on 24th. I was the 


15,840th to sign the on-line 


petition about slavery. 


I hope the figure will be 


much higher by the time 


you read this.		





February 2007.


John Hall.








