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encounter forces this issue onto us face to face; and asks us to find ways of explaining ourselves - or as Paul might put it


 ‘accounting for the hope that is in us’. Perhaps we have just lost the confidence to account for this hope, and so shy away from the encounters that would show up our lack of confidence and knowledge of our faith and spirituality. If this depresses you, then be cheered, for help is at hand, you need no longer trudge through the Slough of Despond, but can be enabled to walk up the Hill Difficulty, through the new Wicker Gate to the Beautiful City beyond. 





For verily the Good News is that now, in our very own Synod, in the fair city of Leicester, we have a bonny initiative to help all of us, with one of own ministers – the Rev Clare Downing – working with the St. Philips’s Centre, inducted on Jan 28th. It is about helping Christians find the appropriate means, language, and above all confidence, to engage meaningfully as Christians in Inter Faith concerns. I am encouraged by this and so should we all and would want to urge (a nice occasional URC resolving word is it not?) you even to make good use of this initiative and get in contact with Clare and the Centre. Maybe we can regain the lost road to Paradise, to misquote Milton? 
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Much can be said on Inter Faith matters as ever, but for this report and comment, when so much change is afoot, one positive thing stands out. 


 


Often in Christian circles one hears the fear/concern expressed about Inter Faith and related multi-cultural matters that Christianity needs to be ‘dumbed down’, or even ‘watered down’ to become tasteless and meaningless. Perhaps this fear/concern lies behind the resurgence in language and comment about Christians asserting themselves, ‘just like Muslims’ (etc.) when issues like the proposed banning of the wearing of crosses at work and School surface. All I can say is that I find myself being asked to speak more about Christianity in such encounters, not less, and so I surmise that this fear is ill founded. 


 


One proviso though; as Brian Wren’s book about hymn language puts it: ‘What language shall we borrow?’. Being sensitive to how we express ourselves aids communication, not inhibits it. If someone with whom we wish to communicate, does not speak English, we find ways of translating the message, and expressing it in ways that can be understood respectfully. I write this in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which has as its logo multi-coloured pictures of hands expressing the British Sign Language (for the deaf) ‘words’ for ‘Speaking Out’, the space in between them in the shape of a cross – so the accompanying explanation tells me, as I do not speak BSL. 


 


Perhaps the issue here is really that in our traditional forms of Christian/Church expression, we have come so used to certain language as our ‘norm’ that we have missed out noticing that many people do not use this language anymore, and even fewer find it meaningfully speaking to them. The Inter Faith








