Belonging to the World Church  is what our developing link with the Synod of Botswana of the United Congregational Church of Southern Africa is all about and the name of the URC national programme that made our group visit possible.
Eight members of the East Midlands Synod ranging in age from 17 to 72 were privileged to travel to Botswana for their Silver Jubilee Celebrations in August and to help develop the links between the Synods.  And what a celebration!  Under the theme of ‘Let the Fire Burn’, (A MOLELO O TUKE) rallies were held at different churches around Gaborone, on five evenings followed by a weekend of celebrations held at a school. 

Despite travelling for over 24 hours the group decided against the option of ‘having a rest’ on arrival and went to hear Cheryl Dibeela give a powerful message which ended with an invitation to receive forgiveness and anointing.  This is not part of their regular pattern of worship and the likely response was unknown but not expected to be large.  WOW! is the only way to describe the experience as, accompanied by singing and dancing, the majority of the congregation of several hundred came forward for anointing.  Soon all three URC ministers were working in partnership with the UCCSA ministers.  

Wednesday night was special in that the preacher was the Revd Dr. John Hall, Convenor of our Synod Mission in the World Committee.  The Revd Dr. M Prince Dibeela was the speaker on Friday night and on Saturday and Sunday the guest speaker was the Moderator of the Council for World Mission, the Revd Dr Roderick Hewitt from Jamaica.  How we were challenged to let the fire of the gospel burn within us.

Saturday  brought the opportunity for greetings from the wider UCCSA  family, from the Africa Region of CWM and the URC.  As part of our greeting we presented them with a candle and wrought iron candlestick (about 2’ high altogether) to be lit at Synod events as a sign of our partnership.  We were thrilled to see it lit for the Sunday worship and used to lead out the procession of ministers and visitors at the end of worship.

One of the highlights of the weekend was the presentation of 

framed ‘Certificates of Appreciation’ to retired ministers and Synod leaders over the years.  In a church with so many young leaders it was good to see the respect and appreciation for the work done by older generations.  A 97 year old retired minister was one of those who responded to the presentations!

Our experience of African worship, with its blend of the formal and informal, of deep reverence and exuberant joy, the singing and dancing, the prayerfully prepared words and spontaneous expressions - especially in song, the total integration of children and young people in the worship but with freedom to have ‘time out’, made a deep impression on us all.

Learning about the work and needs of Kgolagano College where Prince is Principal; visiting and being fed by students in the training centre, Sedibeng, that Cheryl has developed, made us realise how hard they work and how much they have achieved since returning home.  Prince and Cheryl were conscious that they were able to give little time replying to much appreciated letters from the UK and apologise.  But we are still part of their family and ‘Love and greetings to all our brothers and sisters in the URC East Midlands Synod’ were Prince’s last words as we boarded our flight home. 

There were many other experiences too numerous to share in a few words but mention must be made of a reception held on the Sunday night.  Despite a very full week about 60 people came together to share and explore ways in which we can deepen the relationship between the two Synods.  I have details of several churches and individuals interested in developing closer links with a congregation or  through exploring specific areas of church life.  

We went in the name of the Synod now we want to share with as many as possible something of that rich and spiritual experience.  Please give us the opportunity.  

The group who went Revds John Downing, Richard Eastman, John Hall, Mrs Muriel Garrow, Miss Tamara Oates, Miss Avril Timson, Mrs Barbara Turner, Mrs Sheila Yaxley.
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