Rural Ministry
 
“Together, making a difference for Christ’s sake”[1]
 
The challenges facing rural ministry are well known – limited facilities (limiting not only outreach but growth); limited population, especially young people; aging congregations; limited talent and people resources; a mobile society willing to “church shop”[2] and finance (although not always as bad as some congregations make out!).
 
In the Catch the Vision process the very first recommendation challenges us to find new ways of being church and to have a deeper engagement in mission.  I believe that a fresh look at ecumenical relationships within rural ministry can help us take seriously these first two challenges.
 
But what is rural ecumenism all about?   Firstly it is about  Mission not Maintenance.  It is Not about preserving church buildings – or even church traditions – or about keeping the village parson.
 
It Is about fulfilling the prayer of our Lord that “they may all be one….that the world may believe.”[3]
 
Christian unity in a rural setting therefore is not an end in itself, it is a necessary means to an end, which is the                        redemption of the whole world… we want our rural communities to express more fully the nature of the kingdom of God.[4]
 
At this Synod we will look closely at two church communities, one URC and one Anglican who have taken very seriously the call to explore different ways of working together, of sharing resources, and working towards a recognised deeper unity – The Flore Christian Partnership.

Our hope is that you may find both inspiration and challenge in your own ministries and environments.

Yvonne Stone

Rural Ministries Advocate

[1] Title page – Catch the Vision Report to General Assembly 2005

[2] People still want to attend the community church but they want more from that church and if the churches cannot provide the programmes and facilities to meet their needs then they will find a church that will even if it means driving a distance to reach it.
[3] John 17:21

[4] Turning the Sod – A Workbook on the Multi-Parish Benefice.

