Inter Faith Matters

· The times in which we live 

As with the period following 9/11 we again live in tense times worldwide and nationally following the bombings in London. None of us can claim not to feel affected in one way or other, with one of the 7/7 bombings taking place on a bus in Tavistock Square (not far from URC Church House) and people from our region being victims of the bombing. Since then we might also reflect on other forms of victimisation resulting from the fear in the aftermath of the news of bombers coming from Leeds, Aylesbury and London. Asians travelling on Public transport with bags are being seen fearfully by many, be they Muslim, Hindu, Sikh or indeed Christian. Even non- Asians such as sadly a devout Catholic Brazilian man who was in the wrong place at the wrong time fall victim to fear and false intelligence. Hate crimes are reportedly on the rise across the UK and in particular directed against otherwise peaceful and law abiding Muslim communities. There is a fear abroad. So..

· What can we do as Christian people of good faith?

Do we not find in some important writings for Christians the words: ‘Perfect love casts out all fear’? An important Christian figure said something about loving neighbours and treating  others as we would like to be treated ourselves. Cynics might wonder if some in Government circles might believe the modern form of those latter words in Human Rights legislation are secular European imposed values thus being too restrictive for a modern supposedly liberal state. Prophetic questions at times like these which might be asked are ‘what are British values at a time like this?’ and on ‘what basis are we to view them as binding on us’? However I digress. 

To me translating these Christian faith sentiments into meaningful actions, which to quote the Catch the Vision prayer ‘makes a difference’, means application and a redoubling of efforts to understand Inter Faith brothers and sisters especially, but not necessarily exclusively, those of Muslim background. Some in the Muslim community have spoken out, such as in Nottingham where one leading Imam and Headteacher of a local Muslim School was seen on BBC TV with banners saying things like ‘Murderers are not Martyrs’. There is much we can do to support such people of good faith who take a risk in speaking out. We can simply be good neighbours, especially to our Asian brothers and sisters. We can wear visible signs such as the Green Ribbons for peace, a scheme launched in Nottinghamshire by the Chief Constable, Steve Green. And we can make contact with local Inter Faith groups and activities…. 

· I hear you asking where do I find such groups and activities

Well if you live in or nearby to Nottingham, Mansfield, Leicester, Loughborough, Northampton, Derby, Lincoln, North Lincolnshire, Peterborough, Milton Keynes and Wellingborough there all sorts of differing activity to join in with. Some is of dialogue form, some activist orientated, some for young people, for women and so on. But what if there are no formal groups in your area you ask. Well why not start up your own group/activity. You may be surprised if you ask around exactly what faith groups and cultures are living in your otherwise apparently very ‘white’ community. For example one of Nottingham’s Imams is a mining engineer by day and lives and works in the village of Clipstone. I was also interested to note a poster advertising Buddhist inspired meditation sessions whilst on a walk from Cromford in the Derbyshire dales. Guidelines for good respectful appreciation and interaction have been produced nationally by the Inter Faith network and can be found on their website (www.interfaith.org.uk). 

· Final words (which seem apt) from a prayer from the Chaldean (mostly in/around Iraq) Church liturgy: 

“O Lord of peace, may we live in respect of each other, 
in a spirit of truth and affirmation, rejecting all jealousy, overcoming evil with patience, wiping it away with pardon 
and bringing in (the reign of) peace through goodness”. 
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