“From the matrix of our culture we have begun to perceive the outline of a new form of Church emerging. If this book is right, then the Church:

(a) will be fully Trinitarian in its thinking about Christian initiation and our life in God. In particular, it will not rely so much on words and more on the work of the Holy Spirit in that wonder-filled mysterion which touches at the deepest levels.

(b) will finally put behind it forms of evangelism which are centred upon formulae and over-dependence upon the outside expert.

(c) will recognise the gospel as preached to the Athenians which surround us may be very different and more diverse in content than that with which the church people at Antioch are familiar.

(d) will expand beyond the incarnational model which we know so well into new patterns that we are only now beginning to discern. The local church in the parish will remain but there will be many other forms of being church, often taking their inspiration from the monastic orders of Christian history.

(e) will give mysterion its full place by the acceptance by the whole Church of the ritualistic and the charismatic and the playful rather than confining them to certain traditions. We should not be frightened just because we cannot explain something in words.”

John Finney 2004
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John Finney is the Bishop of Pontefract. He was the Archbishop’s Officer for the Decade of Evangelism during the 1990s. He has many years of experience in both the practice of and theologising about evangelism in the British context. His thesis is that the culture in Britain has changed and that different cultures need different evangelistic approaches. He attempts to answer one evangelists question, “How do you reach a 

generation that listens with its eyes and thinks with its feeling.” He argues that the evangelism of previous eras based upon teaching (kerugma) and preaching (euangelion) are not sufficient for a post-Christian, post-modern world. He proposes the need for a “new evangelism” that is founded in each member of the trinity and that includes mystery (musterion) in its many and varied forms. He works this out biblically, theologically and, to some degree, in practice.

Emerging Evangelism (DLT, London 2004) is well worth reading. 
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