Church Accounts – Sharing and Helping Each Other

Church accounts are public documents available to any member of the public on request. Following this principle, the accounts of The United Reformed Church East Midlands Synod Incorporated are made available on the synod website (http://www.urc5.org.uk/). These are the accounts of the Trust and include synod financial accounts.

Synod asks that church accounts be sent in to Finance Officers for each area so that support and help can be offered where possible. Finance Officers have often helped local churches by preparing the accounts or offering advice on presentation and help on charity rules. 

All churches should supply a copy of their accounts after they have been audited or independently examined and approved by the appropriate church meeting usually the Annual Church Meeting. 

1. Please send a copy of your accounts to your area finance contact (preferably by email).. They are:

	Leslie Allwood
	Derbyshire

	
	Leicestershire

	Pat Hinks
	Lincoln Area

	
	Northamptonshire

	Graham Spiby
	Nottinghamshire

	Vivian Wilson
	Milton Keynes

	
	


Their addresses are in the synod yearbook. Please also send a copy of the accounts to the synod office. We are currently looking for someone in Northamptonshire and in Leicestershire. 
2. Sending your accounts by email helps cut costs at the synod office. There isn’t sufficient space to store paper copies and they need to be scanned. Acceptable formats for computer files are Acrobat pdf, Microsoft Word or Excel.

3. Those churches that have sent in an “Analysis of Church Accounts” form have helped make the investigation for changing M&M easier. When the new scheme has been agreed, we will resume this process using the agreed format. Again where possible please send that by email too. Name the files with your church ref. no e.g. 5A75

4. For LEPs the same process applies and we will use the information to help plan the change over of ministers between denominations when relevant.

5. Please submit Group accounts. Where Club accounts are not yet included in Church Accounts please also submit these.

6. These notes, and copies of the forms are available from the synod website http://www.urc5.org.uk/ or from the synod office.

7. Please make any suggestions for improvement to the Synod Treasurer.
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